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51ST CoNGRESS,} HOUSE OF

REPRESE~'f.ATIVE~.

1st Session.

'Ex. Doc.
( No. 131.

S:!:uUX INDIANS AT DEVIL'S LAKE AGENCY, N. DAK.

LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
TRANSMIT'l'ING,

With accompanying papers, a letter from the Secretary of the Interior,
recommen!ding an appropriation ·of $25,000 for the immediate relief of
Sioux Indians at .Devil's Lake Agency, N. JJak.

JANUARY ~0,

1890.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be ·
printed.
·

TREASURY DEP AR1'MEN'l.\
January 17, 1890~
SIR: I haYe the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideratioQ of
Congress, copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior
of the 15th instant, and accompanying papers, in relation to an appro~
priation of $25,000 for tl;w inunedi~te relief of the Sioux Indians of
Devil's Lake Agency, N.Dak.
Respectfully yours,
w. WINDOM,
Secretary.
The SPRAKER OF THE ROUSE OF REPRESENTA'l.'IVES.

DEPARTMENT OF .THE INTERIOR,
W ashin,qton, J a,m tary 15, 1890.
SIR: I ·have the honor to transmit herewith a communication received from the Commissiont-r of Indian Afl'airs, dated the 14th instant, relath·e to the impoverished condition of the Sioux Indians of
Devil's Lake Agency, N. Dak., and in which he recommends an appropriation by Congress of the sum of $~5,000, or so much thereof
as may be necessary for their immediate relief.
'
I concur· in the recommendation of the Commissioner, and request
that the letter and inclosures be forwarded to Congress for the ·favorable action of that body.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
GEO. CHANDLER,
Acting Secretary.
The SEORETARY OF 'l'HE TREASURY.

~

SIOUX INDIANS AT DEVIL'S LAKE AGENCY, N. DAKOTA.
DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF 'l' HE lN'l'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

• Washingto;t, D. 0., Januar-JJ 14, 1890.
I haYe the honor to submit herewith. in duplicate, a copy of a
report made by Arthur M. Tinker, U. S. Indian inspector, in accordance with Department instructions of the ~1st of October, 1889, relative to the condition and necessities of the Sioux Indians located at.
Devil's Lake Agency, N. Dak.
The inspector .states that the Devil's Lal{e Sioux are farmers; that
they Jh·e upon their own individual farms, ran~ing from 40 to over
100 acres each; that the land is very fertile and usually produces
-tine crops of wheat, oats, and Yegetables, anrl that tlaey have always bad a surplus to sell uutil the seasoliS of 1888 and 1889. Be also
states that they are fairly well ' supplied with farming tools and machinery, and take fair care of them, as good as the average white farm er; .that the rt'cord~ of the agency show that during the season of
1~87, the lndiaus cultivat~d 4,000 acres, and the crop raised was 75,000
bushels of wheat, ~5,000 bushels of oats, 8,000 bushels of vegetables,
and 2,500 tous of bay, being_ the largest crop ever produced upon the
reservation.
· For the seasoi1 of 1888 about the same ::~.mount of laud was under
cultivation, but owing to frost the yield was about a two-thirds crop,
viz, 55,000 bushels of wheat, 25,000 bushels of .oats and barley, and
about 3,000 tous of bay.
·
In tbe season of 1889 the Indians made a start to raise the largest
crop ever produced on the reservation, thereby hoping to pay all their
outstanding indebtedness and have a surplus fund to carry them
through this winter. Every person plowed and planted u10re than ever
before, and the amount of la.ud under cultivation wa~, it is said, 5,500
acres. In the spri,ng anct early part of t.he season the crop~ vromise<l
a large yield, but no rain fell and in June bot wind!'! came which blasted
the entire crop of that country. It served all alike, white men aud Iudhms residing on and about the reservation and vicinity. Tlw inspector
states that at a large council called by him to ascertain the condition
of the~e people and bear their troubles, he could bt>ar of but one perso~ who bad made a crop and got back as much serd as was planted.
The inspector concludes. his report with the statemeut that these Iutlians are uow very poor; that many are DO\\; ~:;ufl'ering and that all
will be before next harvest time; that. they want rations, clothing, and
seed to plant the coming spring to start them again, and that, in his
opinion, they mnst receive help from some source or they will perish.
. Iu view of, the fact that this office has no funds at its disposal applicable to the relief of these people, and, .c oncurring in the vie.ws expressed by the inspector as to the help needed · at this time, ·I ba.ve
cau~Sed a form of a bill to. be prepared for the relief of the Devil's Lake
f?ioux appropriating· the sum of $:.35,000, or so much tuereof as may be
necessary, with the recm;nmenrlation that the same be transmitted to
the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury. to he forwarded to the
Congress for favorable actiou.
.
.
Very. respectfully,
SIR:

T. J.

MoRGAN,

Commissioner.
The SECRETARY

Oli' THE IN1:'ERIOR.
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DEP ARTMEN'l' OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIA.N A.FF AIRS,
'
Washington, October 21, 1889.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR:
. SIR: I have the honor to state that on the 15th of August last, George
W. t }ordon, spe{lial United States Indian agent, was directed by this
office, after the completion of certain other dutibs to proceed to Devil's
, , Lake Agency, Dak., and there make a full examination in regard to
the failure of the crops of the Indians and the alleged necessity for
furnishing all of them with full rations of flour and meat and wit~
clothing, and also to investigate other agency matters.
So far his other duties have not permitted him to make the investigation desired. I therefore respectfully request that an inspector be.sent
out at once, if practicable, to perform t,he duties assigned to Special
Agent Gordon by the letter from this office already referred to, a copy
of which is herewith inclosed.
Very re~pectfully,
· T. J. MORGAN,
Commissioner.

DEP AR'l'MENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, August 15, 1889.
SIR: This office is in receipt of several letters from Agent Oramsie,
of the Devil's Lake Agency, Dak., stating that on account of the almost
entire failure of all crops on the reservation, it will be necessary to purchase, for all the Indians of the reservation, full rations of pork and
flour and some clothing during the current :fiscal year and until the crops
of next year are available.
.
He submitH an estimate for 328,500 pounds of flour and 164,200 pounds.
of pork, also for a large amount of dry goods, blankets, boots, and shoes,
bed comforts, hats, caps, notions, etc., amounting in all to over $30,000.
These Indians h.ave, for a number of years, been entirel,y self-supporting. During the year 1S87, they raised 75,000 bushels of wheat, 25,000
bushels of oats, and 8,000 bushels of vegetables, also cut 2,500 tons of
hay; during 1888, when there was a partial failure of crops, they rai~ed
55.000 bushels of wheat, 25,000 bushels of oats and barle,y, and .also cut
3,000 tons of hay . . This office is unable to understand how Indians,.
who for a nnm ber of years were self-supporting, can in one year, on account of failure of crops, become again so dependent as to require to be
supplied, every man, woman, and child, for a whole year, with full rations of meat and flour and also with clothing, bedding, etc.
There is no treaty with these Indians requiring the United States to
furnish them with anything; Congress appropriates annually $6,000 as
a gift, which amount is used. for the pasmeut of necessary agency
employes and for furnishing destitute Indians of the agency with
small rations of flour and meat, consequently the supplies asked
for by the agent can not be furnished without making an appeal to
Congress next winter for an appropriation.
Before deciding to do so, this office desires to be tho'rough ly convinced that these supplies are absolutely required, and you are directed,
after you have completed· the duties a~signed yon at the Santee aud
Yankton Agencies, to proceed to the Devil's Lake Agency and there
make a full examination in regard to the failure of the crops o~ the In_-
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dians, and the alleged necessity for furnishing all of them with full ra·
tions of flour and meat, aud with clothiug, etc. If you should find that
the failure of the crops is as complete as reported by the agent, you
will inquire whether there are not a number ofindiaus who are able to
support themselves and their families withol}t assistance from the
Government; if so, how many; whether others cannot get along with
occasional issue of supplies and bow many are al;>solutely destitute and
must be t:ntirely supported by the Government. To again feed an entire tribe of Indians, who for years have been self-supporting is a step
l>ackward, which this oftice is not inclined to take without being fully
convinced that it is an absolute necessity, and for that reason your
P-xamination should be searching and your report full and complete.
While at the agency you are also authorized to exa·m ine into the workings of the agency proper, the agent's accounts, his purchases and
other expenditures, and to investiga.te any matter which may be brou,ght
to your attention while at the agency.
Very respectfully,
R. V. BELT,
Acting Oo.mmissione'r.
GEORGE W. GORDON,
Special Indian Agent, Santee Agency, Nebr.

FORT T.OTTEN,

N. DAiC,

December 1~, 1889.
SIR: According to instructions contained in your communication of t,be 21st Octo
ber, 1889, inclosing communication of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of same
date, also incloMing instrnctions te George W. Gordon, special Indian :tgent, of 15th
August, 188!:1, directing him to proceed to Devil's Lake Agency, N. Dak., and
there make a full examination in t'egard to the failure of the crops of the Indians, and
the alleged necessity for furnishing all of titem with full rations of flour al)d meat,
3nd with clothing, etc., the above instructions having been forwarded me to make
the examination, and make and forward a special report of same, which report you
will please find as follows, viz:
.
· The Indians living on this re8ervation are farmers, they live on their own individual farms. not in villages and large camps, as is done on most of th.e other reservations;
.Some of them have farms of more than 100 acres of plowed land managed by a ·sin~le
·individual. Fully one-half of the farms contain from 40 to t 0 acres. The balance
plow from 5 to 40 acres each. The lands are very fertile, and usually prodnQe fine
·crops of wheat; oats, and vegetables, same as are generally produced by white farmers
in this locality.
·
Good crops have as a rule always been grown here, and tb,ey have always had a
.
·surplus to sell until the seasons of 1~88 and 18t!9.
These people are fairly well supplied with farming tools and machinery, an.cl take
fair care of them, as good as t.he average white farmer.
·
There are now owned on this reservat:ion by the Indians between thirty and forty
self-binding harvesting-machines, a large number of mowex:s, horse-rakes, seed-drills,
and other machinery. Many a,re better provided than the white farmers in t.his vicinity.
The recnrds of this agency show that during the season of 1887 the Indians cultivated 4,000 acres, and the crop ra.ised was 75,000 bushels of wheat, 25,000 bushels of
oats, 8,000 bushels of vegetables, a11d cut 2,500 tons of hay. This was the largest
crop ever produced 011 this resPrvation.
.
For the season M lr:jtl&'abont the same amount of land was under cultivation and
the crop was about a two-thirds crop.
Wheat, 55,000 bushels, oats and barh·y, 25,000 bushels, and about 3,000 tons of hay.
This year, just before time to harvest the crop, it looked splendidly, and a.ll were sure
of a large crop to repay them for their t1me and labor spent, bu·t 11 very sevc:~re frost
came, and for a time all thought tbA crop ruined, but instead of a. total failure, ·as
expected, they received the amount stated; but the quality was only fair, and some
of the Indians bad a bard time to pay their debts and live through the winter. The
only way they did pull through was fi·om the sale of wood, which they cu't and sold
off the reservation' to their w bite neighbors.
'
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Last spring (:st1ason of 1889) the Indians made a start to raise the largest crop ever
on this reservation, ther..:by hoping t.o pay all their outstanding accounts, and
. have a surplus fund to carry them through this winter. Every person plowed and
planted more than ever before, and the amount of land under cPltivation was, it is
said, 5,500 acres. They worked with a will, and in the spring and early part of the
season never did a crop promise a larger yield, but no rain came to moisten the
parched earth, and in Julle the hot winds came, blasted the entire crop of this country. It served all alike, white men and Indians residing on and about the reservation and vic~nity. Fields after fields can be seer: where no attflmpt has beeJ,J. made to
harvest the crop. There was nothing to harvest. On old land nothing was raised;
on some. few new wet pieces enough was got to sow next season.
To show how lit~le was produced this season, I know of no better illustration than
py showing. the time it has taken to thrash the grain for the past three seasons (H:lt:l7,
1888, 1889). In 1887 two steam thrashing-machines and two 10-horse-power thrashing-machines were constantly at work from the time the grain was fit to thrash until
long after snow came, which was about the middle of November.
In 1888 one steam thrasqing-machinA, two ·10-horse-power and four A-horse-power
thrashing-machines were run about the same number of days as the year· before.
There was plenty of straw, but little grain, and that of a poor quality.
This season (1H89) only one 10-horse-power thrashing-machine was used, and that
,had but two sittings. Had the grain been all ib one place it could have been finished
in half a day.
At a large council, called by me to see the condition of these people and hear their
troubles, I could Jearn of but one person who bad made a crop and got !Jack as much
as was planted, and this is the result : Planted: wheat, 42 bushels; oats, 3U bushels.
Crop raised: wheat, 100 bushels; oats, 60 bushels. This was raised on new, low, wet,
land.
, These people's clothes had at some time been good, and were made of good materials, much better than issue clothing, but it was badly worn and showed age.
·
I have gathered from the records at the military post (Fort Totten) the rain-fall for
the months of Jan nary, February, March. April, May, June, July, and August for the
,years 1887 and lt\1"1~, which was .a.s follows: 1887, January, .91 inch; February, .75 inch;
,March, .82 inch1; April, .97 inch; May, 1.49 inches; .June, 5.90 inches; July, 5.:~9inches;
.August, 2.41 inches; to_tal, lt:l.53 inches. The showers of June and July were good
soaking rains and were what the crops needeil. For the same months of 1889 the
rain-fall was as follows: .January, .24 inch; February, .64 inch ; March, .16 inch; April,
.60 -incb; M~y •. 6~inch; J!me, 1.56 inches; .July,~.5() inches; Angnst,2.00 . inches .
.All the showers were light during June and Jnly.
In June there were six showers; m Jnly nine, two of tllem being hail, ancl one of
them very severe. A total of B.G('i inches. A difference of almost 10 inches. 'rhe
ground was very dry in January, 1889, and very little snow came during t.he winter.
The rain that fell in June and July came in uch small showers that it did little or no
good. Had the rain that came on the 12th of August come thirty days before some of
the fields would have been saved. Much of the grain planted never sprouted until
after ~he rain of l~th of August.
There is not the slightest doubt but what these In1lians a.re now poor, very poor,
and many are now suffering, ancl all of them will bef11re next harvest time. Only
'()De man have I been able to find who has seed enougll to plant next spring, and be will
not have that if he is obliged to eat it. 'rhe~:~e lnilians can't get much if any credit,
and those who could have traded their limit. The only means they now have of
getting a living is •i·om tile sale of wood taken off the 1·eservation and sold to the
whites, and that industry does not furnish them much money, as some of the milita.ry wood reserve has been thrown open to the suflerin~ white families. They have
.taken awa.y, so I have been informed l•y the Army officers in charge, between 4,500
and 5,000 cords. 'rhis amount of wood so taken reduces the demand for th ~. lndian's
·wood; ·and his market is about gone.
· These Indians are improvident and very poor mana.gers, never thinking what their
'w ants may be in the future; when they have enough to eat they are aR a. rule happy,
.and since they have been getting their living by farming they have always had crops
".enongh to carry them through' until this season. 'rhey a.re good workers in most
~ascs; no one can deny this, and their present trouble does not come from idleness.
They have a lew horses and cattle, just enough to work their farm~. They know
not.bing about stock-raising as au industry. If they do not get aiel from somewhere
soon they will be obliged to kill their animals to sustain life. When their stock is
gone I do not see bow they can make another crop; they will have nothing to do the
work. Perhaps there are some few who could pull through with a little help of rations, and not much clothing, but as a rule they are about as near :fiat as they well
~an be avd live. To put in another c:top seed must come from so mew here. They can
not purchase it, their money is all gone, and so is their credit. 1'hey uo:w owe many
people for seed they had to plant last spring, and for supplies to carry them through
ra.i~:~ed

I
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th~ summer unt,il after harvest, Mr. Frank Palmer, the Indian trader here, sold th~m
on credit over 1,000 bushels of seed wheat and has not collected a dollar, and .now
don't propose to invest any more of his money that way. Others are in the same
boat.
These Indians are not worse off than many of their white brothers in.two or three
of the adjoining counties, and their crops in 18b8 were about the same as on this reser.:.
vation, and this season they are total failures. The auditor of Ramsey County (once
a :part of this) told me that his county ' <'lid not begiH to raise its seerl in ten townships in that county; that the county relief committee haLl furnished over one hun:..
dred families with rations and clothin~. It is est.imatf'd that fiv~ hundred families
will have to be aided; two hundred families in part and three hundred families will haveto be carried until after next harvest. A1l of the :five hundred families mnst ha.vemore or
less clothing furoish r.d the grown members, and all the children must be provided for.
Supplies are being sent from the East almost every day, and are given out twice each
week by the committee in charge. Many of these people had been well to do before
these two bad seasons. Most all the farms are mortgaged for all they are worth and
for more than they can be sold: so is most of the stock and agril'ultural implements
and farming tools. A large number of the farmers had to mortgage the crop they
expected to get to g~t seed to put in last spring.
··
The legislatnre of North Dakota has just passed a bill to appropriate $100,000 tQo
purchaRe seed for these people next spring.
In addi0on to the wood these white p~ople havo taken from the wilitary reserve,.
more than :350 tons of coal bas been Hent from the East and more i~:> expected. Many
of the people wbo got wood from the re~:>erve came a long distance, some as far as 3()
to 40 miles, taking in some cases three and four days to wake the round trip.
I do not see that the Indians can be expected to be in any better condition than
their white neighbors. These Indians, in my opinion, must receive help from ~ome
source or they will perish, and that aid can not come too quickly ; many of them
need it to-da.', aud will continue to need help until after next harvest, just the
S!=tme as the white people. They want rations, clothing, and seed to · plant in the
spring to start them in business again. I do not think all will need full rations, but
enough to patch up and carry them through the season ; others will require full rations of :flour and pork. Most of them need clothing; some a full suit, others only a
part; just how much, and to whom, the agent knows best, as·he knows every family~
The estimate forwarded by Agent Cramsie to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs was not for a full ration for each Indian upon the reservatio.n; it was only intended to furnish those who were absolutely in need with one pound of :flour and
half a pound of pork per day. Neither beef or groceries were asked for. ·
The abov~ estimate, I believe, is not considered a ration at other reservations
where rations are regularly issued.
Inclosed please find the communication fJ'Om the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of
21st October, 1889, also insti;uctions to G¥'0rg~ W. G9:r;don, special Indian agent Devil'.~
Lake Agency, which I return.
,
'
I remain, very respectfully,
t ~~~.

1'
The

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

ARTHUR

M. TINKER,

U. S. Inclian Inspector.

'f ••

m..

A BILL for the relief of the Sioux Indians at Devil's Lake Agency, North Dakota.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of A-merica
in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Int6rior be and hereby is directec,l
and authorized to purchase, under contract or in open market at his disureti,on, for
the relief of the Sioux Indians located at the Devil's Lake Agency, N. Dak.,'seed~t
for planting purposes, subsistence supplies, clothing, and other articles of a beneficial
character, to relieve their immediate pressing wants and necessities; and the sum
of twenty-five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessar~·, is hereby
appropriatect out of any money in the United States Treasury not other·wise appropriated, for the purposes above named, to be immediately available.
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